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A newsletter of the Mission Office of the Archdiocese of Cincinnati
Fall 2002

Celebrate World Mission Sunday/Week, Oct. 13-20!

Our theme for this World Mission Sunday which we °
will celebrate on October 20, is“Witnesses to the Ends of the
Earth,” Acts 1:8. The Holy Father wrote recently, “It is the Lord Himself, Who
looks upon the people with alove that presentsitself as both a challenge and a call.
Like Simon Peter and his brother Andrew, they are invited to leave all, to turn to
Him Who is the Lord of life and follow Him. The purpose of being with Jesusis to
go forth from Jesus. In His power and with His grace Christ is now calling the
Church to share in His mission with new energy and crestivity.”

As we have remembered and commemorated the tragic events of Septem-
ber 11, 2001, it seems even more important now to be Christ’s witnesses and ad-
vance his Good News of socia justice, reconciliation and peace, both localy and
globally. Currently there are 1,100 mission dioceses in Africa, Asia and Latin
America which depend on our Mission Sunday donations. They are distributed
through The Society for the Propagation of the Faith, a Pontifical Mission Soci-
ety. Can we not encourage one another, our families, schools and parishes to pray,
to make persona sacrifices and to provide financial and spiritual support for our
Catholic sisters and brothers in the Developing World who need our vital solidar-
ity to aso be Christ’s witnesses?

While Cardinal Oscar Rodriguez of Honduras visited our archdiocese this
past April, he spoke highly of the crucial support his nation’s dioceses and other
mission dioceses around the world receive from the Vatican's Society for the
Propagation of the Faith. To help Hondurans become Christ’s witnesses, the Car-
dinal must support his 133 seminarians and 15,000 Delegates of the Word. The
Honduran church therefore depends heavily on our Mission Sunday donations for
training programs and basic items such as Bibles and other catechetical materials.
Typical parishes in the mountains of Central America where peasants labor in cof-
fee, bean and corn fields, usually produce only $1-$4 for Sunday collections.

In mid December Cardinal Rodriguez returns to various parts of our arch-
diocese to help us celebrate Our Lady of Guadalupe and encourage further solidar-
ity in the Americas. More details will be coming to invite your participation. In
the meantime, the Mission Office staff encourages
you and your parish to celebrate Mission Sunday, Oc-
tober 20 and to be generous in your donations to The
Society for the Propagation of the Faith.

If you wish further information about becoming a
missionary witness, global solidarity/mission educa-
tion, trips, or parish twinning efforts, please contact
the office at (513) 421-3131 or e-mail
mission@catholiccincinnati.org.

flike Gable

Mission Office Director




Standing in Solidarity with Central Americans and Our Missioners
By: Michael Gable, Mission Office Director

In order to promote twinning rel ationships among our archdiocesan parishes and the missioners from the Archdiocese of Cincinnati
working in Central Americaand those they minister with, The Mission Office and | sponsored a*“ Twinning Tour” this past June and July.
Four pastors and 20 parishioners from our archdiocese visited the following missioners:

In El Salvador: Sr. Teresa Alexander, MM, has
developed impressive and extensive small Chris-
tian communities in a huge urban parish of
50,000; Matt Eisen & TJ Meyer work with
street gangs and low income youth in San Salva
dor; and Mary Reilly was developing women's
organizations and school librariesin rura El Sal-
vador.

In Guatemala: Mike & Sylvia Flynn havejust L The Meyer Family on avisit
completed almost two years of human rights Mike and Sylvia Flynn, recently toson TJin El Salvador
work and investigating military abuses. (They returned from Guatemala
have now returned to Cincinnati to work for Su
Casa, our Archdiocesan Hispanic Ministry.) ;

Sr. Sarah Mulligan, SC operates a very effec-
tive clinic with local doctors and nurses for the
very poor in Guatemala City; Sr. Ramona Op-
penheim, MM, works with a number of indige-
nous women'’s organizations just outside the
city; and Sr. Pat Redmond, MM, is a socid
worker on a health promotion team in rural San
Marcos. Many refugees to our archdiocese come
from here.

Fr. Stan Neiheisel, Padre Luis (pastor),
and Fr. Ed Shine with Sr. Teresa Alex-

Watch for coming issues of the ander, MM, in El Salvador
Catholic Telegraph for more details.

Sr. Ramona Oppenheim,
MM in Guatemala

Some participants' reflections: “I was deeply inspired by the deep faith and dedication of missioners and other Catholics we met
here.”; “Who will understand me when | tell others about thistrip?’; “Wereally need to share our insights with our own children and
schools...let’snot forget and let’ s be witnesses.”; “We really need to devel op more twinning relationships between our archdiocese and
Central America.”; “We must stay united and plan together to keep our solidarity commitments going.”

Some key things learned: Economies are failing and the numbers and problems of migrants will increase from Central America.
Coffee pricesfell badly and many maquiladora plants are closing forcing many to come to the US for work where there are too few US
Catholic resources responding to their needs. Many fundamental evangelical churchesin both the US and Central Americaare pouring in
many resources, personnel and funds to accommodate these suffering Central Americans and pulling many away from the Catholic
church, here and there. Our Su Casa efforts are deeply appreciated by the Catholic Church workersin Central America.

Different perspectives. Banana company and labor leaders with whom we met, often have very different perspectives. Thereis
great worry that new investors and directors of Chiquita may pull out of Central America as non-unionized bananas from Ecuador are
more profitable.

Two Similar Mission Office twinning toursin 2003 are being planned: Nicaragua & Honduras from June 9-26 with Mike Gable
and Fr. Jan Schmidt; and Kenya to visit Fr. Dave Lemkuhl on July 24 - August 7 with Mike Gable. Probable 2004 trips include Jamaica
and Bolivia/Peru. These are developed in collaboration with avariety of groups including the Archdiocesan Offices of Y outh Ministry,
Hispanic Ministries, African American, Social Action and the seminary.

For further information on these tours, contact Mike Gable at (513) 421-3131 or mgable@catholiccincinnati.org.
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A Lifetime Missioner

Recently we had a visitor to the mission office, Fr. James Donnelly, SJ. This July, Fr. Jim began his 53rc
year in mission in Nepal and was recently back to visit family and friends in the Cincinnati area. Fr. Jim has
taught in two Jesuit schools in Nepal, beginning his career in 1951. He served as vice principal of Godovery
School from ‘6169, then as vice principal at Jawalakhel from ‘680 and then returned to Godovery and served
as principal from '81'91. In 1991 he began teaching at Godovery and writing textbooks. He is currently ‘retired’
and teaching in the Jesuit seminary in Nepal. Acceptance in the Jesuit schools is determined by testing. In
2001alone, 2500 students tested for the available 120 spots at Godovery School. Of the 120 students acceptec
are on full scholarships each year. This allows the school to educate some of the poorest students in Nepal. In 1
way, the Jesuits are addressing the existing caste system in Nepalese society and attempting to open the mind:
and hearts of the higher caste students and help them to see life through the eyes of the lower caste students.

Because a picture says a thousand words, these are a few of the photos which Fr. Jim shared with us.

Fr. James Donnelly, SJ standing in front : .
of Donnelly Hall at Godovery School. August 2001 Anniversary Celebration

Dancers at the celebration of the anniver-
sary of the Jesuits’ 50 years of education

in Nepal.
Students Remembered - Fr. Jim speaks with Kanak
Mani Dixit and hiswife. Mr. Dixit isaformer student
and editor of Himal a monthly English language maga-
zine. He learned English from Frs. Donnelly and August 2001 Anniversary celebration -
Eugene Watrin, SJ, also a native of Cincinnati. Play depicting what lifeis like for the lower

fringe of society. It's purpose was to raise
social awareness and concern for the needs
To view this story with the photosin the original color, pleaselog of the poor.
on to www.catholiccincinnati.org, choose the Offices tab, click on
Mission Office and scroll to the bottom of page. Then click on
Transmissions Fall 2002,
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